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Introduction  
- The Editor
What a long hot summer we have had. Temperatures have soared 
to 32 degrees and we have all been slapping on the sun screen and 
drinking lots of water.

Some great flying and lots of new solo pilots since the last 
Newsletter. This time round I have been tremendously pleased to 
include an article by Steve on his recent 500k flight which was a 
real triumph. Also some details of Task Week which has to be one 
of the most successful for many years with members flying 
3,479km over 5 days.

I hope you find these and the other articles of interest and really 
happy to include any input that you want to send me.
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You Wait Ages For a Land Out & Then 4 Come Along

Roger Gate - Farcett - Thanks to Pete Seymour and 
Tony Walker for the retrieve.

John White - Wistow - Thanks to Tim Williamson, John 
Young, Michael Muir, Sean Naisby & Pete Seymour.

Steve Jarvis  - Pitsford - Thanks to Dave Mansfield for 
the retrieve.

John Young - Lyveden - Thanks to Roger Gate and Tony 
Walker for the retrieve.
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Several factors had to be in place for my attempt at a 500km flight; 
• the weather and a long soaring day, 

• had to be on a Sunday and 

• had to be when I was not on duty. 

I checked the RASP data on the Wednesday and it looked as if the 500km was looking possible, however, 
the DG300 was not airworthy due to a fault but all was not lost as I had a team made up of Dave Mansfield, 
Tim Ward, John Bennett & Trevor Nash working really hard to repair the DG for Sunday.  

Next problem was to find an OO who would be at the club on Sunday to secure the logger as well as an 
approved logger for the type of claim. Ahhhhhh Tony Walker offered me the use of his logger and Tim 
Williamson offered to retrieve if needed. Steve Codd would OO my claim as he was also going to attempt the 
same flight. So all things came together aircraft, logger, weather, OO and good luck. 

On the Saturday morning I popped to the club, Dave Mansfield entered my details into the logger checked 
the settings, charged it up, and the DG would be ready for Sunday.  

SUNDAY 

Checked the latest RASP looks good, 
checked NOTAMS and with all other 
checks done, members set up the field 
early for when we wanted to launch. The 
DG300 was already rigged so we towed 
mine and Steve Codd’s  K18 gliders down 
to the launch point. I wanted to be in the 
air at 10.00am but it was blue so we sat 
and waited. Steve Codd turned on my 
logger and it failed to respond but, after 
several attempts, it burst into life and was 
picking up satellites.  Then as clouds 
started to appear the chase was on and at 
11-15 away I went with a good climb to 
4,000ft. Then it dawned on me there was 
a maximum height over the start gate and 
I was too high, so full airbrakes nose 
down and get  down to about 2,800ft to 
cross the line. That should do it so look on 
track for Rattlesden.  

Not many clouds to go at but picked one arrived at about 1,800 ft straight in good climb to over 4,000ft 
so head on track at about 70-80 kts to give a good run down to RAT, sky working well. Turned RAT 
and GPS reset to BIC however a straight track would take me south of Cambridge, close to Duxford 
(not a good idea as they were active) so the plan was to navigate north of Cambridge and swing 
around down to Bedford. I took a climb then got somewhat confused of my exact position. Ok 5,000ft 
trying to relate ground features to the chart it took me about 10 minutes to convince myself of my 
actual position, then, ok BIC here. I come good trip down to BIC but big gaps between clouds.     

BIC was in the blue took a top up 5kt thermal before BIC to a glide in and out. At some time over BIC 
the Oudie flashed up airspace warning I pressed the screen to cancel the warning and a different 
screen appeared and  I lost my airspace map. After several screen presses I got DO YOU WANT TO 
EXIT and of course I confirmed & the Oudie turned off (what an idiot) quickly turned it back on & 
everything was back to normal BIC turned, GPS set to KIR 174km away.  

Continued on Page 3 

MY 500km FLIGHT 
UPWOOD-RATTLESDEN-BICESTER-KIRTON IN LINDSEY-UPWOOD 

Steve Jarvis 
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Continued -  

Good looking cloud over Silverstone race track bang up we went to 6,000ft and looking down track several 
large good looking clouds so put the speed on - 70,80,90 kts. Really good climbs made so good progress to 
Newark, avoiding Scampton airspace then the sky did not look so good. Rethought and assess what is 
ahead and I made the decision to climb to cloud base & slow down. Arrived at Gainsborough with no clouds 
on track to KIR and about 10k to turn point (and back). Oh well come so far already, off I go at 50 kts  
watching the Altimeter slowly unwind  visual on KIR. 

Turn the turn point & bang straight into a blue thermal so took the climb & flew back to Gainsborough. Oh 
dear does not look good but arrive back at Newark and took at climb to nearly 7,000 ft great I thought. 

Looking down track nothing so head down the A1 at 50 kts again watching the Altimeter unwind. Arrived at 
Grantham  took a top up in a messy thermal (could have done better might be fatigue). My thoughts turned 
to every kilometre covered the shorter the retrieve.  

Arrived at Tallington lakes and yeah a climb then back on track towards Peterborough. Arrive Peterborough 
and confirm height is not high enough for finale glide to Upwood but decision made to press on and fly over 
Peterborough. No problem, but, still not enough height to get back to Upwood. There was one cloud out 
towards Sawtry and I convinced myself it would work. The glide to that cloud seemed to take an eternity and 
when I arrived under it and it worked, a big smile appeared on my face.  

I left the cloud, looked ahead, and there is Upwood. Time for some final fun, so 110kts over the airfield  (I 
had checked it was clear) pull up bank to the left, pre landing checks completed, nice circuit and land long. I 
had returned at 7.15pm. 

My personal comments of the flight; 

• I feel lucky to have had so much help from club members. 
• I learned a lot about my own personal skills, really had to keep pushing, pushing, pushing,  when to 

take stock and fly to the conditions.  
• A great sense of personal achievement.  
• What an excellent glider the DG300 is.  
• Would I do it again, YES, YES, YES.  
• Great to be part of the 500 Club, it’s growing, as there are now 3 members. 

Many thanks to all that made this possible. 

Steve
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Task Week 2018 a Triumph 
This years Task Week was a tremendous success and firstly huge thanks should go to Steve and John for really 
giving great encouragement to members yet to start their cross country adventure. 

Thanks also  to John, Steve, Tony Walker and Richard Aylesbury who took members on cross country training 
flights. Finally thanks also to Ron Sibley for the excellent food and with the aid of other members ensuring that 
no-one starved during the week plus organising an excellent quiz night hosted by Roger Emms.

There were some really excellent results for the week;

• 3,479 Kilometres flown during the week;
• First John Young 1,004km
• Second Tom Edwards 822km

• Longest Corss Country John Young 305km
• Silver C completed by Nigel Bing who did his 50km Silver Distance.
• Three members completed their first 100k;

• Nigel Bing (Out and Return to Husbands Bosworth when he did his Silver Distance)
• Roger Gate (Club Triangle)
• Richard Hayden (Club Triangle)

• The CFI’s photo shopping list completed and won by John Young
• River Nene challenge to photograph the start and finish won by Steve Jarvis
• Total time flown during the week in 180 hours and 1  minute in 161 launches
• Average time in the air for all flights was a fantastic 1 hour and 7 minutes.
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Pictures From Task Week 

Thanks to John Young and Dave Coker 
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Where have all the riders gone
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Current Standings 
John Young 

Here some of the current results for the challenges we have and please note we need more claims 
particularly for the Junior challenges e.g. height gained for which John simply needs a note form the 

claimant as to what they achieved.

Piece of String

Height Gain  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Inter Club Challenge 
John Young 

Upwood is currently in the lead, just, so we need more successful trips round the Club Triangle to stay 
there.
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Goodbye to Dave Braham 
Thanks to Peter Valentine and Roger Morrisroe 

On the 8th May we scattered David's ashes on our runway and at the same time we had a re-union of former 616 
VGS instructors. David was, of course, a well regarded instructor at 616 (he taught Peter Valentine to spin a 
T21b there in 1958!). In the photo below is the T21B, DAR, which lives at Upwood together with a the T61 
which, coincidentally, was a 616 Henlow based aircraft until bought by the NVGC syndicate.

Those of us who are currently NVGC members got to fly with our old friends and our log book entries have 
names flying together for the first time since the early 1960’s. It was a lovely day for members to stay for a BBQ 
in the evening, and a lot of memories were passed around along with the beer.

The photos show, from Left to 
Right, Roger Morrisroe (NVGC), 
Alan Wyse (NVGC), Peter Kirk, 
Peter Valentine(NVGC), Richard 
Cheshire, John Allan, Michael Muir 
(NVGC) and John Bennett 
(NVGC).

Roger recently received some 
further information about Dave’s 
life and here is an extract about how 
he learned to fly gliders, and his 
woking life.,

In 1951 Dave had to fulfil his obligation for National Service and signed up for an initial three-year stint in the 
RAF.  After basic training he was posted to the 2nd Tactical Airforce stationed at RAF Butzweilerhof in West 
Germany where he was one of the ground crew servicing Vampire and Meteor fighter jet aircraft.  While there, 
Dave with other enthusiasts made some abandoned German gliders airworthy, and he learned to fly without any 
dual instruction, simply by doing ground slides, short hops and getting ever higher until a circuit could be flown.  
This is how he won his wings for piloting gliders, which lead to a long career in gliding which progressed to 
becoming a Gold pilot and a very capable instructor.  Also he continued his marksmanship in rifle and pistol 
arms and represented the 2nd Tactical Airforce at Bisley in 303 rifle shooting.  To cap his prowess as a marksman, 
in 1954 he won the 2nd Tactical Airforce pistol championship.

On demobilisation from the RAF Dave joined the De Havilland Aircraft Company in Hatfield where he worked 
on jig and tool and aircraft design, some of his work involving the structural redesigning of the flight deck of the 
Comet series of the passenger jet airliner after air disasters with the Comet 1.  Concurrently, he attended 
Hatfield Technical College where he studied for the Ordinary National Certificate in Production Engineering, 
followed by the Higher National Certificate.  In 1974 when De Havilland started to restructure and eventually 
be taken over by Hawker-Siddeley, British Aerospace and later Raytheon, Dave moved to Irvin Great Britain 
Ltd. as a design engineer at the parachute company in Letchworth.  Here he designed a parachute suitable for 
gliders.  He represented Irvin at its Canadian subsidiary companies in Fort Erie, Ontario and Montreal, Quebec 
as well as attending parachute trials in the Mojave Desert in California, USA.  After almost 20 years of 
employment with Irvin, the company began to restructure so Dave opted for an early retirement buyout, 
however, he was able to procure contract work with Raytheon UK, initially in Hatfield, then at its office near 
Chester where he joined a team on design aspects of the Raytheon Bae-125 executive jet.  After turning down an 
opportunity to transfer to the Raytheon Office in Chicago, Illinois where there was no age limit on retirement, 
Dave finally left the work force.
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A Cautionary and Outlandish Tale 
(Spoiler alert:  I landed in a field near Wistow) 

John White 

On Saturday 21 July I arrived at the Club in excited anticipation of good soaring conditions.

At the briefing I told Roger Emms that I was out of currency and needed a check flight, but I would then be 
keen to get back into the seat of the K8 for some sorely needed soaring experience, perhaps attempting my 
first ever 2 hour flight.  Roger kindly obliged and gave me a quick early check flight, despite having a very heavy 
workload ahead of him for the day.  A few hours later, I climbed eagerly into the K8 having first made sure that 
anyone else wanting to fly it had already flown. Richard Hayden had thoughtfully brought it back for me after a 
29 minute flight which he could easily have extended. 

John Young had encouraged me to go for my 2hour flight, given the conditions.

Following a launch to about 1300 feet, I spent about 15 minutes struggling to gain height between 1100 and 1500 
feet. Then with a strong thermal I climbed quickly and stayed above 2000 for the next 90 minutes, 
mostly between 3000 and 4000 but reaching a high of 4500 at one point. It was glorious. I spent some time 
over Ramsey and the windmills, where the thermals were strong and then flew over to Wood Walton and 
went up the railway line for a while. I came back to Ramsey Forty Foot and then ventured down to Warboys, 
where I have never been before. I was encountering quite a lot of sink and dipped below 2,000ft , so I headed 
back to the airfield, with the expectation that I might not achieve my 2 hour target. However, I then hit another 
thermal which took me back up to 3,000ft. Bingo. I knew then I was going to make the 2 hours with some to 
spare. I arrived above Upwood village at 2,000ft and spot on 2 hours. I planned to do a very wide circuit using 
brakes and a long (perfect) final approach to land back at the launch point.  There were two aircraft being 
recovered near the launch point and the T21 was being towed back down, so I decided to do a 360 turn before 
starting the circuit. 

Suddenly, I was not able to see any recognisable landmarks, not even the wooded area near the hangars. I 
completed what I thought was 360 degrees but still couldn't see the airfield.  I was now in heavy sink and had 
come down to about 1000. I tried another 360 but 
all I could see were fields, hedges and houses. I 
decided that I would have to do a field landing 
but did not have time to pick the most 
appropriate field. I just concentrated on getting 
myself and the aircraft down safely which 
thankfully I managed to do in a field near Wistow. 
The field in which I landed had standing wheat, 
so it was with some considerable trepidation that 
I contacted the local farmer. Fortunately he was 
very understanding and turned out to be a 
nephew of Marshall Papworth. And he 
complimented me on how little wheat I had 
disturbed.  

I am indebted to John Young, Michael Muir, Tim Williamson, Sean Naisby and Pete Seymour who extended 
their own long hot day to get the aircraft back to the Club.  And, I was very relieved to hear that it had been re-
rigged and flown the following day.  

What did I learn? My biggest lesson is never to lose concentration, especially at the end of a long flight.  And 
ALWAYS know your location relative to the airfield. I also made the mistake of not taking a supply of drinking 
water with me on the flight. I had not felt any thirst or discomfort, but the dehydration undoubtedly played a 
part in my lapse.  It is also, I believe, essential for all solo pilots to get some practice in field selection and 
landing, not just the ones planning to go cross country. Subsequent to my sorry tale, I have had a good session 
with Martin Reynolds in the motor glider looking at fields and practicing circuits. I can thoroughly recommend 
it. John White, 15 August 2018
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ERIC COLLINS 
The First British Glider Pilot to Thermal  

Some of you may know that Eric Collins died in a tragic accident at Upwood Airfield whilst performing with 
Cobhams Flying Circus in 1935. With the permission of  the Gliding Heritage Centre and Glyn Bradney this is 
an extract from their paper A HISTORY OF BRITISH GLIDING PART 1 – THE BEGINNINGS TO THE 
END OF WORLD WAR 2 . And thanks to John Bennett for bringing the story to my attention.

Eric Collins career in gliding was sadly short but certainly meteoric. He started gliding at Dunstable in January 
1932 and obtained his “C” certificate on the 1st May. For a “C” certificate you had to maintain above your launch 
height for 5 minutes, but in Collins case he stayed up for a full 30 minutes, which was an early indication of his 
ambition and what was to come. 

This might sound funny in this day and age, but he was probably the first British glider pilot to learn to turn full 
circles and do them accurately. Back in 1932/1933 if you soared it would be by using hill lift, and if you did a 360 
degree turn you risked being drifted back beyond the hill into the turbulent air and downdrafts that were behind 
it – so pilots didn’t! Collins began doing this at Dunstable in 1932 in a “Kassel 20” two-seater he’d bought a share 
in – almost certainly he was motivated by reports coming out of Germany of gliders utilising thermals to stay up.

At the Huish meeting near Pewsey, 
which began on the 18th June 1933 
although the weather to begin with was 
poor, Collins had been hired to be the 
instructor for the meeting and also to do 
passenger flights using a BAC VII – 
which demonstrates how much he’d 
progressed in such a short period of 
time. On the 1st July flying the BAC VII 
on a number of flights he remained 
airborne for far longer than expected, 
the weather was stable with little wind, 
hill soaring just wasn’t possible. He 
repeated this again on the 2nd, his 
simple technique was to circle, and of 
course he was circling in the updraft of a 
thermal. So Eric Collins was the first 
British glider pilot to successfully 
use thermals.  

After learning from the experiences of the previous 2 days Collins did even better on the 3rd July when with his 
wife as passenger he achieved a cross country flight of 6 miles. This was the first cross country in Britain using 
thermals, he used 4 different thermals to climb during the flight. 

Eric Collins was learning fast and on the 23rd August in a Professor sailplane he flew 19 1⁄2 miles from Dunstable 
and set up a new British distance record. Through all of these exploits being reported in the Press he was 
becoming very well known. Responding to this his father bought him a German Rhonadler sailplane, which at 
that time was the very best available, and this arrived at Dunstable in April 1934. 

Continued on Page 9
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Continued  

Meanwhile on March 18th he’d flown the Kassel two-seater with a passenger 46 miles from Dunstable into 
Essex. This was just 2 miles short of the then world record for two-seaters. Mixed emotions for Collins, as on 
the same day his great rival Philip Wills flew 56 miles from Dunstable to take the British distance record from 
him. 

Collins found the Rhonadler much to his liking. On the 22nd he flew it 52 miles from Dunstable to Rayleigh, 
Essex, which completed his Silver C, the first on the British register. This beat Philip Wills, who whilst having 2 
completed Silver legs, hadn’t by then managed a 5 hour flight. 

On the 5th August Eric Collins made the best flight of his career. Again in the Rhonadler, he flew 98 1/2 miles 
from Dunstable to Holkham Bay on the Norfolk coast, this was a new British distance record. If it hadn’t been 
for the sea it would have been significantly further, as when he reached the coast he still had 3000 feet in hand, 
he was airborne for 4 1⁄2 hours. Again flying in the Rhonadler at the 1934 Nationals meeting at Sutton Bank he 
won the Manio Cup for the longest pre-declared out-and-return flight on the 3rd September. 

1935 is when things came to a tragic end for Eric Collins. He’d performed a very successful flying demonstration 
at the Royal Aeronautical Society’s annual display. Typically Collins, the tow rope broke on the way to the event 
but not accepting defeat he then used thermals to get there about on time for his display. It was this, and by 
then his huge reputation, which gained him a lucrative opening flying aerobatics for Alan Cobham’s display team 
which was at the time successfully touring Britain to foster “Air mindedness”. 

The glider he used was a 
Grunau Baby 2 built under 
licence from the German 
Schneider factory by Slingsbys, 
in fact the first of the 15 Type 
5s that Slingsbys built, and it 
was bought by Alan Cobham. 
On the 30th July 1935 Collins 
was performing at Upwood 
near Ramsey, Huntingdonshire. 
As one of his manoeuvres he 
attempted something new, a 
“bunt” which translates as a 
forward loop. It was unwise in 
the extreme, as the glider 
simply was not stressed to 
withstand such an extreme 
aerobatic manoeuvre. Not too 
surprisingly one of the wings 
failed and the glider fell to earth killing Eric Collins instantly. 

A very sad end to a short but very illustrious gliding career. One has to wonder what Eric Collins would have 
gone on to achieve if it hadn’t been for that moment of madness at Upwood. 
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The ill-fated original T5 Grunau Baby, courtesy of David Underwood 
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And Finally 

This Newletter’s 
Competition 

Name this NVGC Member 

Answers by e-mail to the Editor 

Last Time’s Caption 
Competition 

Winner 

Paul Capitain 

'Possibly the first recorded instance of a pilot 
with his head up his own…glider!’

Your Having a Larf 

TEACHER: George Washington not only chopped down his father's cherry tree, but also admitted it. 
Now, Louis, do you know why his father didn't punish him?  - LOUIS: Because George still had the 
axe in his hand…..

TEACHER: Now, Simon , tell me frankly, do you say prayers before eating? - SIMON: No sir, I don't 
have to, my Mum is a good cook.

TEACHER: Clyde , your composition on 'My Dog' is exactly the same as your brother’s. Did you 
copy his? - CLYDE : No, sir. It's the same dog.

TEACHER: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when people are no longer 
interested? - HAROLD: A teacher
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